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Sampling Bedding

Please sample “fresh” and/or “used” bedding according to the instructions below,
avoiding sampling on Friday, Saturday or Sunday (so that samples can immediately be
returned and processed). Freeze the iceblocks immediately on arrival, in preparation
for return of samples. QMMS will arrange a courier to collect the samples from you. It is
important that they are collected on the day on which they are taken, so please contact
QMM at least one day before sampling so that the courier can be booked.

Fresh material

Using a long plastic glove, reach into the stock of fresh bedding take a handful from at
least three points to provide half a “sandwich” bag of sand or 3/4 bag of other
materials. Mix in the bag as you add. Seal the bag carefully and label as “fresh bedding”
with farm name and date.

Used bedding

Sample ten milking cows’ cubicles that are representative of the range that is being
used, to make a single bulk sample (all 10 cubicles in the same bag). Take the samples
immediately before new bedding is applied. The aim is to sample material that will have
come into contact with the teats. In order to standardise sampling between farms,
please follow the protocol:

Take a sheet of A4 paper (this guide) and place it approx 6 inches into the cubicle, from
the back, centrally placed, to fall in the area in contact with the udder. Wearing a clean
glove, take a small handful (about a dessertspoonful) of bedding from the surface inch
of material, at the corners of the paper — don’t dig deep. If any of the sampling points
falls in a dung pat, move to a different cubicle.

Repeat until at least 10 representative cubicles have been sampled, placing all samples
in the same bag, mixing as you add, to give half a bag of sand, or % bag of other
materials. Seal bag carefully and label with farm and date and “used bedding”.

Pack all the samples immediately in the polystyrene box provided, with bubble wrap
around the samples and the icepacks on top, for collection by pre-arranged courier
(contact QMMS the day before to arrange the courier pick-up for the day of sampling).



RETURN OF SAMPLES

1. KEEP ALL THE PACKAGING PROVIDED, FOR RETURN OF SAMPLES
2. FREEZE ICEBLOCKS ON ARRIVAL

3. GIVE QMMS AT LEAST A DAY’S NOTICE OF SAMPLING SO THAT A
COURIER CAN BE ARRANGED TO COLLECT THE SAMPLES

4. TAKE SAMPLES FOLLOWING THE INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED

5. LABEL WITH NAME, FARM NAME, DATE AND TIME OF SAMPLING AND
WHETHER FRESH OR USED

6. WRAP SAMPLES IN BUBBLE WRAP SO THAT THEY DO NOT DIRECTLY
COME INTO CONTACT WITH THE ICE BLOCKS. PLACE SAMPLES IN THE
BOTTOM OF THE POLYSTYRENE BOX AND ICEBLOCKS ON TOP

7. COMPLETE AND ENCLOSE SUBMISSION FORM
8. TAPE OUTER CARDBOARD BOX SECURELY

9. ATTACH THE RETURN ADDRESS LABEL PROVIDED, COVERING THE
ORIGINAL DELIVERY LABEL WITH YOUR ADDRESS

10. LEAVE IN DESIGNATED PLACE FOR COURIER COLLECTION FOR
RETURN TO:

QMMS Ltd, Cedar Barn, Easton Hill, Easton, Wells, Somerset, BA5 1DU.
Tel: 01749 871 171 - Fax: 01749 870 272



Sampling bedding from cubicles
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Sample at least 10 cubicles that are
representative of the housing, immediately
before applying fresh bedding. Combine
samples from all cubicles in one bag, to give
at least half a bag of sand or % bag of other
materials.

Place A4 sheet of paper (this guide)
centrally at back of cubicle approx 6
inches from the rear edge, so that paper
is in the udder contact area

Wearing a clean glove, take
>< approx 1 dessertspoonful of
bedding from each corner of
paper (at surface, to max 1 inch
depth)
If any of the sampling points fallsin a
dung pat, do not sample the cubicle,
choose another.

Seal the bag, label with farm name and date
and whether “fresh” or “used” bedding. Pack
immediately in the polystyrene box with
bubble wrap around the samples and the
frozen icepacks on top. Return to QMMS by
prearranged courier



