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Collection of Samples for Cell Count and Compositional Analysis 

In order to generate reliable results and to allow us to turn around your 

results as quickly as possible it is important to follow these instructions 

carefully. If in doubt contact us on the number below for advice. 

 

Sampling Kit 

This box contains sufficient materials for your next recording. Enclosed you will find the 

following enclosed: 

1. Sufficient boxes to hold the number of samples to be collected (plus 2 cable ties 

for securing the boxes in transit) 

2. Sufficient pots for the number of samples to be collected (each pot should 

contain a preservative pill) 

3. A ‘Next List’ for each of the boxes 

4. A front sheet for your details and the details of this recording 

5. Masking tape for securing boxes for transit (please request more when needed) 

6. A marker pen for labelling pot lids (please request more when needed) 

 

If you are short of any of these items please contact the 

laboratory a soon as possible 

 

 

 
PTO for sampling and courier instructions 
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Sampling Instructions 
Please inform the lab (01749 871 171) 24 hours before recording so we can arrange courier 

collection to coincide with completion of sampling (thereby avoiding delays) 
 

• Complete the front sheet, in particular whether the samples have been collected from 
1 or 2 milkings and the time since the last milking – this is essential if we are factoring 
your butterfat results 
• Take the first box – place the milk sample 
collected in one of the sample pots (ensure lid is 
firmly attached) – label the lid of the pot with an 
indelible (waterproof!) marker and place it in ‘cell 1’ 
of the box. Continue with each sample but ensuring 
that position 20, 40 and 60 remain empty (as these 
are the position for the pilot (control samples) - see 
figure 1. 
• Write the cow ID into the appropriate box on the 
next list – see figure 2. Transcribe the box number 
(found on the side of the box) on to the next list. 
• ………Continue with additional boxes as necessary. 

 
 

 
 

• Secure the lids of the boxes with the cable ties provided.  
• Collect together all of the paperwork (associated with this recording) – place it in the outer 

cardboard box along with the sample boxes.  
• Shake each box to ensure thorough mixing of preservative. 
• Cut the outer cardboard box down along the corners and fold sides in (utilising pre-scored 

lines – seal using the packaging tape provided. 
• Contact the lab to arrange courier collection. 

 
If the courier does not collect your samples as expected, please contact the 

laboratory as soon as possible. 

Figure: 1 

Figure 2: Next List 


